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1.  How were Barry and Clyde able to look up Emily’s information to find her?   
She left her Book Scavenger card where the book had been.  It had her screen name for the 
Book Scavenger site on it.  She was “Surly Wombat” and her profile said what school she went 
to.  

2. When did James and Emily realize they had been wrong about “The Black Cat”? 
They went to the restaurant named “The Black Cat” and could not find anything.  When they 
talked to Hollister about their trip to the restaurant he told them that The Black Cat is closed.  
The kids went to the one on Broadway.  The one Hollister was talking about was on 
Montgomery and had closed in 1963. 

3. Who was Hollister? 
He was the owner of the bookstore that James always went to.   

4. What happened to Mr. Griswold in the BART station? 
Barry and Clyde attacked Mr. Griswold trying to get an old book.  Clyde shot Mr. Griswold while 
they were trying to rob him. The book they were trying to get fell behind the trash can.   

5. What caught Emily’s attention when she was reading “The Gold-Bug”? 
She got annoyed because there were spelling mistakes throughout the book.  This annoyed her 
because her father’s job was to proof/edit books.   

6. How did Emily finally discover the last clue in the scavenger hunt? 
She found the treasure map in “The Gold-Bug” book when Liam’s lighter revealed the invisible 
message.  The heat from the flame revealed the map with the scarab as the hidden treasure on 
the map. 

7. What did Emily and James want to put in Hollister’s store? 
They wanted to hide a book in the book store for the Book Scavenger website so Emily could 
earn points.  They hid the book “Inkheart” under the shelf in the Arts and Crafts section. 

8. What happened to Emily, James, and Matthew inside Mr. Remora’s house? 
They went to ask to borrow “The Gold-Bug” book back and Mr. Remora traps them inside his 
house.  They discover he has the book and Barry is his nephew.  Clyde pulls the gun on them.  
They must escape.  They do this by knocking over book piles and running.   

9. Where did Emily and James find the clue for “The Black Cat”? 
They saw a flyer for a lost black cat outside the building on Montgomery.  They saw a flyer with 
phone numbers on it.  The phone was actually an ISBN number that is unique to each book 
made.   

10. Why did Emily, James, and Matthew think they were being chased when they were at the BART 
station? 
Matthew had put a “Flush” bumper sticker on a ticket machine.  They thought it was the guard 
for the BART system chasing them for putting stickers where they should not be.   
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11. Where did Emily, James, and Matthew find the treasure in the scavenger hunt? 
The map led them to the monument to Robert Louis Stevenson.  They found a metal scarab in 
the ground that was a shovel.  They dug up the old manuscript from Edgar Allen Poe and the 
letter from Mr. Griswold. 

12. Who was Raven? 
Raven was a computer program that provided clues for the scavenger hunt that was developed 
by Mr. Griswold.  She only answered inquiries after the clue word of “Gold-Bug” was entered.   

13. Why did Emily’s family celebrate with orange juice? 
Her parents had sold their book: “50 Homes in 50 States”. 

14. How did Emily find the book in the BART station? 
She went to throw her paper away in the trash can a missed.  When she went to pick up the 
paper she noticed the book tucked beside the can. 

15. What did Emily do while she was at an outdoor concert with her parents? 
She put a book in a waterproof bag and hid it in the fountain at the park as part of the Book 
Scavenger website program.  

16. Who helped Emily find “The Maltese Falcon”? 
Matthew, Emily’s brother, went with her to look for this clue since James wasn’t speaking to 
Emily.  They went to Leavenworth Street.   

17. What was the bet that Maddie and James had? 
The person who had the most homework passes or gets to three first from the cipher 
competition in class would win.  If Maddie won, then James had to shave off Steve (The tuft of 
hair that James treated as an imaginary friend.).  If James won, then Maddie had to dye her hair 
red with white polka dots like a toadstool.    

18. How did James win the cipher competition in Social Studies class?   
James made a cipher that no one could solve and got one homework pass.  Maddie stole one of 
James’ ciphers and tried to hand it in as her own.  The teacher said that it did not count for 
either of them.  James and Emily  tricked Maddie by dropping a cipher in the library.  The cipher 
dropped was the teacher’s from online.  He recognized his own cipher and disqualified Maddie 
from being able to participate in the competition.  This made James the winner with one 
homework pass.   

19. How did James and Emily become friends? 
Emily’s family rented their apartment from the Lee family in San Francisco.  When they moved 
in James was sitting on the steps.  James sent a magic square puzzle down to her in the bucket 
on the first day she moved in.  She solved it and sent it back up to him.   

20. What happened to Emily on her first day of school in Social Studies? 
Mr. Quisling took her note that James gave to her and “The Gold-Bug” book.  He gave her back 
the book but wrote the cryptic message on the board.  He then deciphered the message in 
front of the class. 
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21. Why was Emily upset with Mr. Quisling? 
She discovered that Mr. Quisling was “Babbage” from the Book Scavenger website.  She wanted 
help solving a cipher for the scavenger hunt.  He made her give him “The Gold-Bug” book.   

22. What is a CIPHER? 
It is a substitution of letters with other letters.   

23. When James and Emily took “The Gold-Bug” book to Bayside Press building what happened? 
They were given a tour by Mr. Griswold’s assistant.  The assistant told them that lots of people 
keep sending them “puzzles”.  They were not the only people who thought they found a book 
scavenger hunt that Mr. Griswold had made.   

24. What was unusual about the misspelling that Emily found in “The Gold-Bug”? 
The typos in the book spelled out words.   

25. What did Mr. Quisling tell Emily? 
He told her that someone had contacted the school about the book the Surly Wombat had 
found.  He said that the person’s job was on the line if the book was not returned.  She claimed 
she did not have the book any more.   

26. What happened to Emily, James, and Matthew when they were running away from Mr. Remora 
and the two thugs? 
The children ran onto a tour bus.  The tour bus was for Matthew’s favorite band: Flush.  
Matthew got to meet his favorite band.  The band members were excited to meet Matthew 
because they liked the video he posted online about them.  The driver drove the kids to the 
park to find the treasure.  

27. Where did Matthew and Emily find “The Maltese Falcon”? 
Matthew and Emily went to a building on Leavenworth Street that was near Nob Hill.  That is 
where Dashiell Hammett lived when he finished the final version of the book.  They found the 
fake raven up in a tree outside of the building.   

28. Who helped the kids in the park when Mr. Remora and the thugs tried to get the manuscript?  
Hollister helped the kids.  He had been sleeping at the park.  He knew Mr. Griswold a long time 
ago and remember they talked about having this being a place to hide a treasure. 

29. What was the prize for completing the scavenger hunt first?   
The winner got 10% of the earnings from the sale of the book that would be made of a 
manuscript that was found.  The manuscript was written by Edgar Allen Poe and had never 
been published before that.  They also got a lap-top and became teen members of the advisory 
board for the website.  When the book was published their story about how they solved the 
scavenger hunt was published in the beginning of the book. 
   


